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SDIFCC Shandong International Friendship Cities Conference for Cooperation and Development

WESARBA The People's Government of Shandong Province

REARHNNRIFNE The Chinese People's Assaciation for Friendship
with Foreign Countries
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Best Practices of Shandong Province on International Exchange and Cooperation

1. Shandong International Friendship Cities Conference for Cooperation and

Development (SDIFCC)

During October 15-20 2019, SDIFCC was successfully held in Jinan and Qingdao city. A
variety of activities were arranged, including opening ceremony, signing ceremony,
Governor’s dialogue, welcome reception, photo exhibition, cultural performance,
celebration for 35th anniversary of sister province relationship between Shandong
province and Japan’s Wakayama Prefecture as well as Light show at Daming Lake.
Four parallel activities were also held, including Mayor’s forum, business talks and
matchmakings of SMEs, cultural and tourism promotion, elderly industry and health
care forum. International friendship cities trade fair held in Jinan and Qingdao
attracted local citizens with varieties of international goods. Altogether over 1200
guests attended the pageant, 886 foreign guests included and 28 pairs of cities
established sister city/friendly cooperative relations during the conference. Themed
on “Deepening friendship cities cooperation and sharing development
opportunities ”, SDIFCC exhibits new image of Shandong on opening up to the

outside world and deepens our friendship with sister provinces/cities.
2. Friendship Province/State Leaders’ Summit

Shandong province established friendship province/state relationship with Germany’s
Bavaria state in 1987. With bilateral cooperation increasingly deepening, Bavaria
suggested multilateral cooperation should be conducted among different friendship
provinces of Bavaria. With the initiative of both Bavaria and Shandong, the first
Friendship Province/State Leaders’ Summit was held in Munich city in 2002, themed
on “strategy of sustainable development and dialogue among different cultures”.
The summit is held every two years and up to now, nine summits have been held.
Seven member provinces/states (Bavaria state, Shandong province, Quebec province

of Canada, Upper Austria of Austria, West Cape province of South Africa, Georgia state



of America and Sao Paulo State of Brazil ) take turn to hold the meeting and each
time two themes on sustainable development will be discussed. Provincial leaders
discuss and exchange views on the themes and review summit manifesto. Exchanges
activities such as forums, exhibitions and cultural activities will also be held during

the summit.
3. Traditional Shandong culture in ASEAN

During March and April 2017, “traditional Shandong culture in ASEAN” activity was
held in Bangkok and Vientiane. Traditional Shandong culture was shown and
promoted to local citizens through various forms of performances and exhibitions,
such as Confucian music and dance performance, acrobatic show, intangible cultural
heritage—Gaomi paper-cuts, woodblock prints, kite-making technique, and Confucian
cultural exhibition, calligraphy, traditional Chinese painting, Chinese books and
cultural forums. Mr Wissanu,Vice president of Thailand, sovernment officials of Laos

and local citizens watched the exhibitions.
4. Research project for civil servants of South Australia

Shandong province established friendship province/state relationship with Australia’s
South Australia state in 1986. The two sides have conducted exchanges and mutual
learning of experience on governance. Since 2016, four delegations of civil servants
from South Australia have visited Shandong. They learned about the structure of
local government, economic and social development, history, culture and customs of
Shandong. The delegation also visited representative local enterprises and projects,
promoting cooperation in the fields of commerce, agriculture, education, culture and

tourism.



